126                      THE   TUDOR  MONARCHY

For a time, however, he enjoyed a brief interval of
peace. Five days after the battle of Bosworth he
entered London in state, and the coronation, which
was delayed by an outbreak of the sweating sickness,
passed off in peace. In the granting of honours upon
this occasion, Henry showed marked moderation.
Only one new peer was created, for the king was
resolved not to revive the Baronage by lavish
generosity. At the same time, he caused all the
Acts of the last reign to be declared void; he
attainted his opponents as traitors, and confiscated
their property, and he resumed the royal estates,
which had been alienated during the civil war.
Having thus taken measures to secure his throne, he
redeemed the pledge given in exile and married
Elizabeth of York in the following year, although he
showed his jealousy of her superior title and his firm
resolve not to rule by her means, by delaying her
coronation until nearly twelve months later. Even
then the performance of the ceremony was hastened
by a revival of Yorkist activity and the appearance of
Lambert Simnel.

The Yorkist party indeed, though temporarily
crushed, was not extinguished, and was not pre-
pared to submit quietly to the new government. It
had two great sources of strength in Ireland and
Burgundy. Since the reign of Richard II. the con-
dition of the former country had been one of
continual unrest, and the English authority in the
island had been growing weaker and weaker
During the Wars of the Roses it had formed a
recruiting ground for the Yorkists, and the Lord